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If you have any of these items please
contact Lamar Shahbazian at:
lamar.shahbazian@gmail.com
Other treasures are welcome as well, and
Lamar Shahbazian if you have larger items that will be difficult to move we can sell them for you
if you're willing to have the buyer come
Our online treasure sale continues into
to your home for pick-up.
the New Year, with some "hot items"
flying off the shelves. We are learning
what people need, especially during this To date our efforts have brought in over
$2,900 to the church treasury, so thanks
time of shelter-in-place. For example,
to everyone who has donated or helped
exercise equipment is a very hot item,
in other ways.
we sold a set of weights and a rowing
machine in a single day, with an exercise
bike being bought by a woman for her
Mom to use soon after. We also discovered that small desks for students or others working at home are in high demand,
the one we posted had over 8 responses
in an hour.

Virtual Treasure Sale—

Tools and the ladder we had donated
sold, and any pet supplies we've had on
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who are adopting new pets during this
time. Kitchen appliances such as microVirtual Sale Update
Ways to Connect
Giving/Donations
Office Mangers Report
Birthdays/Anniversaries
Pastors Reflections
Committee Reports pages
Finance
Treasurer’s Report

1
2
3
4
4
5/6
6/7
6
7

SPRC
Trustees
Worship Committee
Outreach
Quilting Group
Coffee Schedule /Reminders
Book club

7
7
7
7
8
8
8

2

From Bob Simison:
Here is a short poem that I carried in my Preaching notebook for years; to remind me of what I was about.

"He drew a circle and shut me out,
Heretic, rebel, a thing to clout,.
But love and I had the wit to win,
We drew a circle and took him in."
Edwin Markham, 1852-1940

Happenings Around the Campus
Eight roses, in a wide array of colors, have been planted in
the Education Courtyard. These roses bushes are replacements for the plants that were destroyed last spring; due to
the building termite treatment. I am waiting with great anticipation to see these beauties in bloom! A big shout out
to: Lamar Shahbazian, Audrey & Jim Phillips, Richard &
Judy Hillery for all of their work to make this happen.
There are plans to install a drip irrigation system at a later
date.

Ways To Connect
Please See pg. 8

Yes, this is one of the new roses!!
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GIVING OPTIONS
Although at this time when the church is not the building, but rather you and I, the people of God, we still
have expenses: a church campus to maintain, lights to
keep on, phones, office supplies, insurance, salaries to
pay, commitments to community missions and more.
You have options for continuing your pledge or
offering:
•

•

Mail your check to the church:
410 D St., Petaluma, CA 94952

Bring it Sundays when you come for
prayer and the carillons.

Online Giving
Go to our church website, petalumaumc.org, and
select the DONATE NOW link; that will take you to
our new Online Donation Portal. After entering
your name and address,
•

you can enter your donation amount and

•

choose from the drop down a selection from a
variety of optional donations.

•

You can add multiple donations.

•

A “Note” box may be used for any instructions or
comments.

You may use your credit card or ACH bank account.
•

If your bank is not listed, you can add the necessary information at the bottom of the screen in the
blue section.
•

TEXT TO GIVE
Text to Give to your pledge, loose plate offering,
or 2nd Mile Giving. A designated code is assigned to each
donation option. Examples: PLEDGE, PLATE and MILE.
Special donation options will be added as needed.
•

Dial the toll-free number, 833-379-0084

•

text GIVE + THE AMOUNT + a CODE assigned to a specific purpose.

•

You have the option to pay the processing fee –
ACH 1% + .30 or Credit Card 2.9% + .30. You may
also elect to make the donation recurring.

•

With your first Text to Give donation, you will be
required to set up your account. Thereafter, you can
make your donations in mere SECONDS.

You may select the option to make the fee a part
of your gift. If you choose to pay by credit card, the
processing cost is 2.9% + .30; by ACH, the cost is
only 1% + .30.
•

When you set up recurring giving, you do not have to
worry if you miss attending church services or when
you are on vacation.

Questions or need assistance? Contact Ron
Malone, the administrator of our Online Donations.

For assistance or questions, contact our Church
Treasurer, Ron Malone, 707-843-5242.
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OFFICE MANAGER’S REPORT
Church Office Hours
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
9:30 a m.–11:30 a.m.
Email:

umc.petaluma@gmail.com

Website: www.petalumaumc.org
Phone:

707-762-9785

Please contact the office to schedule a Zoom
meeting for your group/committee.

2/03 Cherry Palacios

2/16 Sally Pyne
2/17 Nora Tallent
2/19 Dick Sibbet
2/21 Janet Fillipini
2/24 Elaine Caldwell
2/25 Catherine McLaughlin

Please Pray
The Doris Davenport and Sharon Sibbet Families
(sympathy-loss of a son and brother)

In Memory of our brothers and sisters in
Christ that passed in 2020:
Alden Hennings
Dom Sarno
Ken Mange
Harriet Johns
Roberta Musser
Ereki Lobaki
Tomasi Vuebalavu
Diane Peterson

2/14 Bob Johns and Denise Ward
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Pastors Reflections
Dear Friends and Community Members!
What a few weeks we have had. I will not recount that
which you already know, but it’s been at least intense,
hasn’t it?

CELEBRATING COMMUNITY!
Welcome to a new feature in The Petaluman! Sponsored
by the Staff Parish Relations Team and Pastor Schuyler,
this new feature will lift up a different member of our
church each month so that our whole community can see
and appreciate all the Saints who make this Church possible. This month we celebrate Marilynn Lee:
Marilyn Lee is our Organist here at PUMC. She is a
hero. When the pandemic forced us to close our church
buildings to keep everyone safe, Marilyn decided that
she would continue to play the Carillons every Sunday
morning. This she did, and people started showing up to
hear the beautiful music and to pray. Pretty soon we
launched a full Communion Service on the first Sunday
of the month and last month we welcomed more than
forty people to outdoors worship. And all this because
Marilyn kept playing her music.
Marilyn has played keyboards since second grade. She
attended the University of the Redlands, where she majored in education and minored in music. The school,
at the time was a ministry of the Southern Baptist
Church, and they would go out and play at churches
while professors would preach. Marilyn would play.
She studied organ at the Southern Baptist seminary in
Mill Valley and has been with us for 17 years. She has
been the organist at Elim Lutheran church for 30 years as
well. She has also played at St. Vincent’s Roman Catholic Church as well. In fact, we figure that she has
played on every church organ in Petaluma She even
played organ for the worship services at Fort Baker!
Marilyn has two sons, one who lives in Germany. Her
other son lives in Petaluma.
Between the two, she has three grandchildren.
This month we lift up the ministry of Marilyn among us
and give a huge shout out, saying Thank You Marilyn!

You have all been in my prayers as we have traveled this
road and as I prayed it occurred to me that traveling is
not new for us. As a people, we are not historically or
spiritually ones who stay in one place. Our ancestors in
faith journeyed in the desert for four decades before going over into the promised land. The Wise Men journeyed, following a star, to find the new born Messiah.
Jesus and his family journeyed back into Egypt to avoid
Herod’s violent reach. John Wesley traveled tens of
thousands of miles in his ministry, and today people
journey to many places seeking renewal and vision. Indeed, it could be said that journeying is so much a part of
who we are that the journey becomes our home.
Truly, for us, the journey is our home. We are less concerned with a destination than we are with how we get
there. In the secular world it is said that “the ends justify
the means”; which allows for all kinds of mischief and
mayhem as long as we get there. But for us as a people
of faith the well-worn cliché gets turned around. For us,
“the means ARE the end.” In other words, the journey is
where we have our being and our center. The journey is
our home, and how we travel together matters a great
deal.
As we approach the Lenten season, I would like to ask
that we embrace this notion as a theme for prayer, study,
and discernment. Let us take these weeks to center our
hearts and spirits on the notion that “The Journey is Our
Home.”
In embracing this, we are called and challenged to let go
of our attachment to location and to our particular way of
doing things. We are on a journey. Indeed, our whole
existence is a journey and God calls us to get comfortable as a traveling people, with a changing landscape and
new horizons.
Think of the journey of your life. Are you in the same
place you were five or ten years ago? Of course not. The
thoughts, desires, needs and wants of someone in their
twenties is much different than that of someone in their
sixties or seventies. Our problem is that we like the security that comes with the thought that we are stationery.
But, friends, during this Lenten season let us embrace the
reality of the journey.

(continued on page 6)
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(continued from page 7)

And most of all, let us focus, not on the destination but on
the steps, we take every day in faith and love.
In the coming week or so you will receive a Lenten program calendar with some readings and study questions.
Please take the time to look this over and give some time
each day to prayer and meditation. Let us, not merely own
the journey, let us learn to love it and to revel in it.
Wishing you a blessed and prayerful Lenten season,

Pastor Schuyler

Ash Wednesday
February 17, 2021

Each year, Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent
and is always 46 days before Easter Sunday. Lent is a 40day season (not counting Sundays) marked by repentance,
fasting, reflection, and ultimately celebration. The 40-day
period represents Christ’s time of temptation in the wilderness, where he fasted and where Satan tempted him.
Lent asks believers to set aside a time each year for similar fasting, marking an intentional season of focus on
Christ’s life, ministry, sacrifice, and resurrection.
The priest or pastor will usually share a sermon that is
penitential and reflective in nature. The mood is solemn many services will have long periods of silence and worshipers will often leave the service in silence.
Usually, there is a responsive passage of Scripture, usually centered around confession, read aloud about the leader
and congregation. Attendees will experience communal
confession, as well as moments where they are prompted
to silently confess sins and pray.
After all of this, the congregation will be invited to receive the ashes on their foreheads. Usually, as the priest
or pastor will dip his finger into the ashes, spread them in
a cross pattern on the forehead, and say, “From dust you
came and from dust you will return.”
In many congregations, the ashes are prepared by burning
palm branches from the previous Palm Sunday. On Palm
Sunday, churches bless and hand out palm branches to
attendees, a reference to the Gospels’ account of Jesus’
triumphal entry into Jerusalem, when onlookers lay palm
branches on his path.
(source: Christianity.com submitted by O.Wright)
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Finance -Sharon Sibbet
Staff Parrish Relations - Pat Cercos

Elaine Caldwell, our new Financial Secretary, has distrib- .
uted donation statements for 2020. If you have not reStaff Parrish –did not have any news to report this month.
ceived one or have any questions, please contact Elaine.
The Finance Committee has approved a calendar for 2021
including holding four Second Mile Offering events. We
will celebrate Easter, Pentecost, the Thanksgiving harvest
and Christmas. Invitations to participate and envelopes
for giving will be distributed at the appropriate times.
We have decided to encourage “Gifts In Honor Of” again
this year for Christmas; however, we will send out the information and forms much earlier to give everyone a
chance to plan accordingly. Three “Gifts In Honor Of”
were made this year. One person donated in honor of a
family member living out of state. One church member
donated in honor of 5 other church members who had
been supportive during the year. The daughter of a constituent donated in honor of her mother. It was fun to see
all the different ways this idea could be used.

Trustees– Ted Mills
Trustees—did not have any news to report this month.

Treasurer—Ron Malone

Outreach –Judy Hillery
See pages 1 and 2

Worship—Charlotte Peterson
Worship -did not have any news to report this month.
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MONTHLY CALENDAR
Even though the PUMC campus is closed,
Book Club-Sharon Sibbet
we encourage all groups to continue to meet electronically via, conference call, email, Zoom,
We have changed our regular meeting time to the last
Facebook, etc.
Tuesday of each month at 11am. For January 26 we are
02/07
02/10
02/14
02/21

Trustees Mtg.
2:00 p. m.
Finance
10:30 a.m.
Worship
2:00 p.m.
Church Council 2:00 p.m.

reading "A Paradise Built in Hell" by Rebecca Solnit.

Anyone interested in information or joining the book club
can contact Karen Delue, Linda Mills or Sharon Sibbet.

WEEKLY CHURCH CALENDAR
Facebook Group: Weekly devotional message videos,
designed to inspire and uplift. Approx. 10 min. Check it
out!
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2547717992225012/
Sunday Podcast:
www.petalumaumc.org
or
petalumaumc.podbean.com
Old Testament Class -Ken Shafer (Link won’t change)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86539659052?
pwd=VzBzSTlkUTFvYnRpWWZLWlgzOXVEZz09
Book Club continues to meet the last Tuesday of the
month via Zoom.
Join Zoom Meeting. (Link won’t change)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89760174789
Open Mic Cafe has relaunched via Zoom 2nd Sunday
7:30 p.m. Join the Zoon meeting (Link won’t change).
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7773943360?
pwd=M3dZekUwQ2FUYStWdDlaUzJNYkxXZz09
Coffee with Pastor Schuyler
This is a place where we will get to know each other better and also perhaps explore certain questions or topics!
Here’s the link! (Link won’t change). Use it every Friday
and bring your favorite coffee cup!
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7773943360?
pwd=M3dZekUwQ2FUYStWdDlaUzJNYkxXZz09

Matthew 36-39
36 "Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the
Law?"
37 Jesus replied: “Love the LORD your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind.”
38 This is the first and greatest commandment.
39 And the second is like it: “Love your neighbor as
yourself.”
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