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Pastorôs Reflections 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
I am writing as the summer sun warms 
us and we prepare for a hoped for end to 
this pandemic!  It has been quite a year, 
hasnôt it? 
 
 
I was appointed not quite a year ago by 
Bishop Minerva Carca¶o for an interim 
year as our church worked on coming 
together on the lawn, over zoom and 
through never ending prayer.  And in-
deed, we have come together!  We have 
gathered for Coffee on Fridays, re-
opened the Open Mic, offered Disciple-
ship and Membership classes.  Our Book 
Club has surfaced and Ken Shafer has 
taught Old Testament!  All of this has 
happened through the technology offered 
through ñZoom!ò 
 
 
During this time, the administrative 
work of the church has continued as 
Trustees, Church Council, Staff Parish 
Relations and other ministry teams have 
continued to meet and carry on ministry 
through zoom!  One thing that makes me 
very proud is the Mask Ministry led by 
our Lay Leader Nora Tallent.  Through 
her leadership and the work of several 

others, 500 masks were made and donat-
ed around the community! 
 
 
More than that, we have continued our 
worship life!  Through the worship pod-
cast, video sermons and yes through in 
person worship on the lawn!  Through 
all of this we have welcomed people 
from around the world and from our 
neighborhood.   
 
 
It has been a great and marvelous privi-
lege to accompany you all for this year.    
In fact, it has been one of the best years 
of ministry I can recall.  I am in your 
debt, all of you, for your commitment 
and your hard work in ministry.     
 
 
While I relish every moment we share, I 
must be clear that it is the Bishopôs in-
tention to appoint a new pastor to Petalu-
ma UMC as I prepare to join my wife in 
southern Utah where she holds a Univer-
sity teaching position.  This Church has 
so much going for it!  I look forward to 
hearing of your great successes in minis-
try as you move forward together.   
with your District Superintendent to con-
sult about your new pastor and the way 
forward.     
 
 

mailto:pumc150@sbcglobal.net
http://www.petalumaumc.org/
http://www.youtube.com/user/petalumaunplugged
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My last Sunday among you will be on June 27th.  In the 
meantime the Staff Parish Relations team under the able 
leadership of Pat Cercos will be meeting will be meeting 
with your District Superintendent to consult about your 
new pastor and the way forward.     
 
Yours in the Peace of Christ, 
 
Pastor Schuyler Rhodes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

The Prayer of Saint Francis 
 

Lord make an instrument of thy peace; 
where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt,  faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darknes, light; 
where there is sadness, joy. 

 
O Divine Master,  

grant that I may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to understand; 
to be loved, as to love; 

for it is n giving that we receive, 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
and it is in dying that we are born to 

Eternal life. 
 
 

                                                                                                                             

Francis of Assisi, Italy, 13th cent. 
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GIVING OPTIONS 
 
 
Although at this time when the church is not the building, 
but rather you and I, the people of God, we still have ex-
penses: a church campus to maintain, lights to keep on, 
phones, office supplies, insurance, salaries to pay, commit-
ments to community missions and more. 
 
You have options for continuing your pledge or           
offering: 
 

¶ Mail your check to the church:  
 410 D St., Petaluma, CA 94952 

 
¶ Bring it Sundays when you come for  

prayer and the carillons.  
 
 

 

 

TEXT TO GIVE 
 

Text to Give to your pledge, loose plate offering,  
or 2nd Mile Giving. A designated code is assigned to each  
donation option. Examples: PLEDGE, PLATE and MILE.  
Special donation options will be added as needed. 
 
¶ Dial the toll-free number, 833-379-0084  
 
¶  text GIVE + THE AMOUNT + a CODE assigned to 
a specific purpose. 

 
¶ You have the option to pay the processing fee ï ACH 
1% + .30 or Credit Card 2.9% + .30. You may also 
elect to make the donation recurring. 

 
¶ With your first Text to Give donation, you will be re-
quired to set up your account. Thereafter, you can 
make your donations in mere SECONDS. 

 
For assistance or questions, contact our Church Treas-
urer, Ron Malone, 707-843-5242. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

                 

Online Giving 

 

Go to our church website, petalumaumc.org, and 
select the DONATE NOW link; that will take you to 
our new Online Donation Portal. After entering 
your name and address,  

¶ you can enter your donation amount and  

¶ choose from the drop down a selection from a 
variety of optional donations.  

¶ You can add multiple donations.   

¶ A ñNoteò box may be used for any instructions or 
comments. 

¶ You may use your credit card or ACH bank ac-
count. 

¶  If your bank is not listed, you can add the neces-
sary information at the bottom of the screen in the 
blue section. 

¶ You may select the option to make the fee a part 
of your gift. If you choose to pay by credit card, the 
processing cost is 2.9% + .30; by ACH, the cost is 
only 1% + .30. 

When you set up recurring giving, you do not have to 
worry if you miss attending church services or when 
you are on vacation.  

Questions or need assistance? Contact Ron 
Malone, the administrator of our Online Do-
nations. 
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OFFICE MANAGERôS REPORT 

 
Church Office Hours  

    Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday  
9:30 a m.ï11:30 a.m. 

 
Email:     umc.petaluma@gmail.com 
 
Website:  www.petalumaumc.org 
 
Phone:     707-762-9785 
 
Please contact the office to schedule a Zoom meet-
ing for your group/committee. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Please Pray 
 

For the: 
Family of Laverna Harris (bereavement) 
Family of Margaret Sweet (bereavement) 
Family of Carolyn Henderson (bereavement) 
Family of Louise Lattimore (bereavement) 
 

 
          

 
 
 
 

 
May Birthdays 

 
22 Elizabeth Bickmore 
22 Joanne Layne 
25 Denise Ward 
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Happenings Around the Campus 

 
The Rose Garden is Blooming!!! 

 
and the Furniture has been Refreshed! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Virtual Treasure Sale - Lamar Shahbazian 

Thanks to your continued support, we continue to find 
homes for your "treasures" through the virtual sale.   
 
Highlights of the last month include the sale of one of the 
discontinued Dr. Seuss books to a collector, providing a 
teapot to a Grandma who was holding a tea party for her 
granddaughters birthday, the sale of my childhood chalk-
board easel to the lady that sells eggs at the Tuesday 
Farmer's Market, and providing a double stroller to a busy 
Mom that drove over from Modesto. 
 
Last Sunday a buyer picked up the vintage ice cream mak-
er and we all reminisced about the taste of homemade ice 
cream.  When I thanked her for coming all the way down 
from Windsor she said "Any excuse to get out of the 
house"! We have also supplied donated arts and craft sup-
plies to one of the many dedicated teachers. 
 
 Our total income so far is just over $5200, which is going 
to the general fund as well as providing outreach support 
to others in the community.  
 
 If anyone is interested in what we have for sale, you can 
search on "Petaluma United Methodist" in the Facebook 
Marketplace.  
  
Donations continue to be accepted, with hot-selling items 
small pieces of furniture, tools, appliances, and exercise 
equipment.  
 
 If you have these or other treasures taking up space in 
your home or garage, contact  Lamar at: 
 lamar.shahbazian@gmail.com or 707-217-7682  

 

mailto:lamar.shahbazian@gmail.com

