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On Sunday, November 7, we will recognize both the need to look out at the
world and deeply into ourselves with loving eyes to determine where and how we
need to get right with God while remembering those who went before us and the
contributions they made to our personal
and communal spiritual strength. On the
two following Sundays will intensify that
loving gaze as we finish out the Christian
year.

Petaluma United
Methodist Church
410 D Street
Petaluma, CA 94952
Phone (707) 762-9785
Fax: (707)-762-9791
E-Mail:
umc.petaluma@gmail.com
Rev. Rob Herrmann
415.894.7166
rob.herrmann@cnumc.org
Pastor’s Office Hours:
Wednesday 10:00 a.m. to
2:00p.m.
Web Sites:
www.petalumaumc.org

Weekly Podcast:
petalumaumc.org
Click on sermon link
Editor and Distributor:
Olivette Wright
umc.petaluma@gmail.com
Proof Reader:
Charlotte Peterson

The Pastor’s Reflections

Sunday, November 28, is the first Sunday
of the season of Advent, the beginning of
On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther
could no longer contain the frustration he a new church year. I am looking forward
to this time of transition with you.
felt toward the Church. He felt that the
church had strayed from it’s mission and
needed to be pulled back … reformed.

Blessings,
On November 1, the Church Universal
celebrates All Saints Day. We remember
Pastor Rob
those saints who have passed away and
have left legacies for us to admire and be
inspired by.
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Trustees– Richard Hillery

We did not meet for October.
Work is progressing in the CE wing restrooms, getting
ready for painting by Village Network volunteers. A wall
in the men’s room had water damage and needed attention.

Quote:
“Though we cannot think alike, may we not love alike?
May we not be of one heart, though we are not of one
opinion? Without all doubt, we may. Herein all the
children of God may unite, notwithstanding these
smaller differences.”

Jerry and Don’s Pump is designing a tool to try capturing
a “U” shaped pipe 57 feet down our well. If that pipe can
come out, a camera will tell us how much further down
we can go. The more water a pump can draw from increases our ability to better irrigate the front lawns.
An additional fire inspection may happen due to changes
in personnel at the Petaluma Fire Department. The red
stage curtain may have to come down.
Various small fix it type jobs have been accomplished.

John Wesley
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GIVING OPTIONS
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Online Giving
Although at this time when the church is not the building, but
rather you and I, the people of God, we still have expenses: a
church campus to maintain, lights to keep on, phones, office
supplies, insurance, salaries to pay, commitments to community missions and more.
You have options for continuing your pledge or offering:
•

•

Mail your check to the church:
410 D St., Petaluma, CA 94952

Bring it Sundays when you come for
prayer and the carillons.

TEXT TO GIVE
Text to Give to your pledge, loose plate offering,
or 2nd Mile Giving. A designated code is assigned to each
donation option. Examples: PLEDGE, PLATE and MILE.
Special donation options will be added as needed.

Go to our church website, petalumaumc.org, and select the DONATE NOW link; that will take you to our
new Online Donation Portal. After entering your
name and address,
•

you can enter your donation amount and

•

choose from the drop down a selection from a variety of optional donations.

•

You can add multiple donations.

•

A “Note” box may be used for any instructions or
comments.

You may use your credit card or ACH bank account.
•

If your bank is not listed, you can add the necessary information at the bottom of the screen in the
blue section.
•

You may select the option to make the fee a part
of your gift. If you choose to pay by credit card, the
processing cost is 2.9% + .30; by ACH, the cost is
only 1% + .30.
•

•

Dial the toll-free number, 833-379-0084

•

Text GIVE + THE AMOUNT + a CODE assigned to a
When you set up recurring giving, you do not have to
specific purpose.
worry if you miss attending church services or when
You have the option to pay the processing fee – ACH 1% you are on vacation.
+ .30 or Credit Card 2.9% + .30. You may also elect to Questions or need assistance? Contact Ron
make the donation recurring.

•

•

Malone, the administrator of our Online DoWith your first Text to Give donation, you will be required nations.
to set up your account. Thereafter, you can make your donations in mere SECONDS.
For assistance or questions, contact our church
Treasurer, Ron Malone, 707-843-5242.

Quote:
"Gratitude

is an offering precious in the sight of
God, and it is one that the poorest of us can make
and be not poorer but richer for having made it."
A.W. Tozer (1897-1963)
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OFFICE MANAGER’S REPORT
Church Office Hours
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
9:30 a m. – 11:30 a.m.
Email:

umc.petaluma@gmail.com

Website: www.petalumaumc.org
Phone:

707-762-9785

Please contact the office:
•
•

to schedule a Zoom meeting for your group/
committee.
To schedule an appointment with the pastor.

Happy Birthday
02 Bob Johns
04 Alan U’Ren
17 Alisi Diake
23 Sharon Sibbet
25 Ron Malone
25 Rosalyn Hall
29 Marilyn Lee

Please Pray For:
•

Barbara & Luck Gravett (Health)

27 Sekuri & Alisi Yadraca

In honor of Richard Hillery on the occasion
of his birthday and for all he does for our
church a donation has been made by Pat Cercos. “Much love to the Hillery’s”
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(photo is for advertisement purposes only)

Outreach-Judy Hillery

Quilt Group-Sue Rice & Nora Tallent

We Are Having A Sale
Get an early start on your Christmas shopping.!
Our beautiful handmade gifts for your family and
friends will be available for purchase on:

November 21
10:00 a.m.
P.U.M.C.

Tickets for our current, Kaleidoscope, quilt will
also be available for purchase.

Donations for the next Rummage Sale and Virtual have
started to arrive. Please call Sharon, Lamar or Judy so we
can help with your load. At that time we would be able to
question if there was a donation that needed some additional information. We hopefully will schedule the rummage sale sometime in the spring, depending on the
weather and the inventory.
We will not be hosting the Craft Faire this year. All vendors have been notified and hopefully we can schedule it
again in November of 2022.
The past year or two has been hard on many, but thankfully Outreach has been able to continue our promise of
sending $100.00 per month to PPSC for their many food
and service programs they provide to the community. We
were also able to donate a check for $200.00 each to the
following: COTS, Una Vida and Redwood Gospel Mission.
When the local organizations are in need, we are notified.
Una Vida has notified us when they have had such a need
and we have helped. There are times when these organizations are overflowing with donations and end up having a
storage problem or having to move it elsewhere. Sometimes the donations outpace the needs.

Ticket sales:

$ 1.00 for one
$ 5.00 for six
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Book

Club-

Sharon Sibbet
The Book Club meets on:
the last Tuesday of the month at 11 a.m.
Anyone that is interested in joining or would like more
information should contact:
Karen DeLue 707-774-6661 or Sharon Sibbet 707-7754005

Wor-

ship-

Charterson

lotte Pe-

Sunday worship services continue at the 11:30 a.m. hour.
Remember to reset your clocks as daylight savings time
ends November 7th.
As the COVID statistics change, restrictions change. We
are attempting to reopen the sanctuary in the same manner
as going into the closure; that is respecting the protocol
approved by the District. Bibles and songbooks are gradually being replaced in the pews. Some of the song books
(black and green) are being purposely placed backward in
the pew pockets in an attempt to let them bend back to
their original shape. This will take some time so please
restrain the impulse to turn them face forward.
The Advent season starts November 28. Communion will
be served each Sunday during Advent.
Christmas is coming and anyone desiring to help refurbish
wreaths (decorations for the sanctuary) are asked to let
Nora or Charlotte know so we can plan a day to do so. Also it would be helpful if we knew in advance how many
are planning on bringing poinsettias for the holidays.
Meanwhile, HAPPY THANKSGIVING TO ALL!!!

Women’s Discussion Group- Sue Sarno
Monday evening at 7:00 pm via Zoom
Please contact the office for the Zoom Link.

Quote:

In everything give Thanks.
1 Thes. 5:18
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Finance -Sharon Sibbet
Many thanks are being expressed this month. Second Mile
offerings for the harvest and Thanksgiving have totaled
$1525 thus far which is terrific! Additional envelopes
will likely be received.
We are very grateful to all who are on track to meet their
pledge donation by the end of this year. If you are unsure
how much you pledged or how much you have donated
and are trying to catch up, please contact our Finance Secretary, Elaine Caldwell.
Pledges for 2022 are being received as we complete our
stewardship campaign on Experiencing the Joy of Generosity. Thank you to our guest speakers Kris Nelson, June
Hudnall and Lamar Shahbazian for sharing “Why I Give”.
Your reflections have been great reminders to all of us of
the true joy in being generous. Pledge figures are being
used to project our budget for next year. We will accept
new pledges at any time.
Finally, a member of our congregation gave us a wonderful idea for a fundraiser for the general fund. We will
combine last year’s Christmas Gift in Honor Of with a
new year-round program called:
MAKE A DIFFERENCE
IN HONOR OR MEMORY
OF SOMEONE SPECIAL!
Forms will be available in the Narthex and office to use to
make a donation in celebration of someone’s birthday,
anniversary, graduation, etc or in memory of someone.
Please see a posting in this newsletter for the first donation made!

Treasurer—Ron Malone
Please see the column to your right for
Finance At A Glance.
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November Days

MONTHLY CALENDAR
Even though the PUMC campus is in process of
re-opening, we encourage all groups to continue
to meet electronically via, conference call, email,
Zoom, Facebook, etc.
•
•
•
•

11/07 Trustees Mtg.
11/14 Worship
11/17 Finance
11/21 Church Council

2:00
2:00
10:30
2:00

p.m.
p.m.
a.m.
p.m.

WEEKLY CALENDAR

November 2, 2021 - All Soul’s Day

Sunday Podcast:
www.petalumaumc.org or petalumaumc.podbean.com
Currently, Sunday Services are being taped live, and will
be posted later in the afternoon on the day of the service.
Old Testament Class -Ken Shafer
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86539659052?
pwd=VzBzSTlkUTFvYnRpWWZLWlgzOXVEZz09
This class is currently on hold . Ken will notify us
when he is ready to resume the class

November 7, 2021 - Daylight Savings Ends

Book Club continues to meet the last Tuesday of the
month via Zoom at 11:00 a.m.
Join Zoom Meeting. (Link won’t change)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89760174789
Book Club—be sure to contact Karen DeLue or
Sharon Sibbet to find out if club is meeting in person
or via Zoom.
Coffee with Pastor Rob
Friday mornings at 10 a.m.

Thanksgiving Day - November 25

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81649331982?
pwd=YW04THRaSFFpSUdHUjZkOS8zelRyUT09

First Day of Advent -November 28
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(see pg. 7 for details)
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I would like to make a donation in Honor of _____________________________________
in the amount of $_________ to celebrate the occasion of __________________________.

OR

I would like to make a donation in Memory of ____________________________________
in the amount of $_________.
Comments: (Optional)
__________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Donated by: __________________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________
Acknowledgement to be sent to:
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
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Advent
The Advent wreath was originally a German and Scandinavian home devotional practice used to mark the four
weeks of Advent. Although many symbols have been attributed to it since that time, it was originally intended as a
way to mark the Advent season and the weeks until Christmas.
Families would light a candle for each past week and the current week at their dinner or evening time of prayer. The
configuration of candles, whether in a line or a circle, did not matter. Neither did the color of the candles (all colors
are used in homes in Europe). What mattered was the marking of time and the increase of light each week in the face
of increasing darkness as the winter solstice approached.
As Advent wreaths began to be used by congregations on Sundays in some places in Europe and America beginning
in the late 19th century, adaptations were needed for the larger worship spaces. Candles needed to be larger and more
specialized than the "daily candles" handmade or purchased for home use. They also needed to be more uniform in
color to fit with other decor in the sanctuary. Purple (and more recently blue) has become the basic color of the candles to coordinate with color of the paraments used during this season.
As Advent wreaths changed from practical private use to the more symbolic context of public worship, it became
important for the candles to have meaning rather than simply mark time and add light. Ceremonies were developed
around the lighting of the candles each week.
In time there was an effort, largely spurred by church supply houses that sold the special candles and wreaths, to provide a particular meaning to each candle. The themes of Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace became popular, based on scriptures from the one-year lectionaries used at that time. However, the historic theme of Advent is more broad and deep
than any one-word theme can capture.
So what are we to say, then, about the meaning of the Advent wreath today? We can still draw meaning from its
original home use: to mark time while increasing light. Advent, the first season of the Christian year, is all about
time. We await the day described in Revelation 21:23 when, “The city doesn’t need the sun or the moon to shine on
it, because God’s glory is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb.” At Christmas we celebrate that in Christ, “The true
light that shines on all people was coming into the world” (John 1:9).






November 28: Hope (purple or blue candle)
December 05 Love (purple candle)
December 12: Joy (pink candle)
December 19: Peace (purple candle)
December 24: Christ (white candle, placed in the center)
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