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The Pastor’s Reflections

Happy New Year! Can you believe that
as of January 1, 2022 we have been in
ministry together for 6 months? Looking
back, we have enjoyed trying some new
things and begun some new ministries.
Remember in September when we had
Back to Sunday School Sunday where we
engaged with a Bible story on our makeshift felt board? How about the Blessing
of the Animals in October? We blessed
some of our church community animal
companions as well as some from around
the neighborhood. Early in December
Bishop Carcaño and former pastors
joined us (physically and virtually) as we
celebrated 80 years of service on the corner of D and 5th! During Advent we
learned about four mystics who yearned
for and were blessed with intimate enPastors Reflections
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We humans, in general, seek this intimacy. As Christians, we believe that Jesus,
as God incarnate shows us the way to enter into and experience God’s presence in
our lives. This is often described as seeing a great light in a world of darkness.
Recall how we took the light of the Christ
Candle on Christmas Eve and shared it
with those around us and then took our
candles outside to express our “Joy to the
World”

The past two years have brought quite a
bit of darkness and distress to our lives
and the lives of those around us. Will
2022 bring more of the same? Perhaps.
The good news is that in the midst of the
suffering and distress there is great love
and compassion. I have experienced this
love and light from this community and I
know that many of you have as well. It is
time for us to covenant together to turn
outward and share this deep love that we
have shared within and aim it outward to
the world. Amen.
Peace and Blessings,
Pastor Rob Herrmann
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Lay Leadership-Nora Tallent

Trustees– Richard Hillery

Bridge Team Report

The Education Wing restrooms have been repainted in
white by a volunteer associated with Village Network.
They look real good thanks to John Wax.

As some of you know, representatives of Petaluma UMC
and St John UMC (Rohnert Park) meet on a regular basis
to discuss ways to support our pastor and to coordinate the
activities of both churches. We have been asked to give a
brief report of our discussions, to our congregation.
We most recently met, via zoom on December 7. At that
time, we discussed the following:
1. Although the Pastor had originally planned to take a
week of vacation in January, that will be postponed for
1 month to give him the opportunity to complete projects related to his ordination program.

Electrical work has started for the final hookups to the
pump for our well. Soon that project will be complete
and we will be able to irrigate our lawns during the summer months without paying for water from the City of
Petaluma. Then the irrigation only meter can be shut off
for good.
Trustees did not meet in December, but will reconvene
January 2nd to elect officers and start planning for a successful 2022.
.

2. RP congregation are getting used to the earlier 9:00
time and are seeing some additional members returning to in-person services. PUMC is also adjusting to
their later service time. Although current schedule appears to be working, we may need to reevaluate, after
the first of the year to determine if the pastor has sufficient time for fellowship after the RP service and still
allow sufficient time to for him to travel and prepare
for Petaluma Service.

3. RP recently hosted a piano recital in their sanctuary
and participated in community tree lighting.
4. Although we are having separate Christmas eve services, St John hopes to see some of the Petaluma
members at their later service.
5. St. Johns provides the parsonage and does routine
maintenance and repairs. They recently experienced a
problem requiring a $900 repair. Although that was
not a problem for RP to cover, the question arose
about possible support and assistance from the Petaluma church, if major repairs are required (such as roof
replacement). Possible joint fund-raising activity was
discussed. This is not a current issue but may need to
be addressed if future problems arise
6. Both churches reported a positive response to the
current Advent series focusing on Mystics.
7. Pat Cercos reported on her activities to support local
Afghan refugee families. RP expressed interested in
supporting this goal
Next meeting is scheduled for March 8.
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GIVING OPTIONS

Online Giving

Although at this time when the church is not the building, but
rather you and I, the people of God, we still have expenses: a
church campus to maintain, lights to keep on, phones, office
supplies, insurance, salaries to pay, commitments to community missions and more.

Go to our church website, petalumaumc.org, and select the DONATE NOW link; that will take you to our
new Online Donation Portal. After entering your
name and address,

You have options for continuing your pledge or offering:
•

•

Mail your check to the church:
410 D St., Petaluma, CA 94952

Bring it Sundays when you come for
prayer and the carillons.

TEXT TO GIVE
Text to Give to your pledge, loose plate offering,
or 2nd Mile Giving. A designated code is assigned to each
donation option. Examples: PLEDGE, PLATE and MILE.
Special donation options will be added as needed.

•

you can enter your donation amount and

•

choose from the drop down a selection from a variety of optional donations.

•

You can add multiple donations.

•

A “Note” box may be used for any instructions or
comments.

You may use your credit card or ACH bank account.
•

If your bank is not listed, you can add the necessary information at the bottom of the screen in the
blue section.
•

You may select the option to make the fee a part
of your gift. If you choose to pay by credit card, the
processing cost is 2.9% + .30; by ACH, the cost is
only 1% + .30.
•

•

Dial the toll-free number, 833-379-0084

•

When you set up recurring giving, you do not have to
Text GIVE + THE AMOUNT + a CODE assigned to a worry if you miss attending church services or when
specific purpose.
you are on vacation.

•

You have the option to pay the processing fee – ACH 1% Questions or need assistance? Contact Ron
+ .30 or Credit Card 2.9% + .30. You may also elect to Malone, the administrator of our Online Domake the donation recurring.
nations.

•

With your first Text to Give donation, you will be required
to set up your account. Thereafter, you can make your donations in mere SECONDS.
For assistance or questions, contact our church
Treasurer, Ron Malone, 707-843-5242.

!
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OFFICE MANAGER’S REPORT
Church Office Hours
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
9:30 a m. – 11:30 a.m.
Email:

umc.petaluma@gmail.com

A donation was made in:

Website: www.petalumaumc.org
Phone:

707-762-9785

Please contact the office:
•
•





Memory of Pearl Simison by Adela Hennings
Memory of Jack Davenport by Sharon Sibbet
Memory of Phillip & Florence Appling by
Lamar Shahbazian

to schedule a Zoom meeting for your group/
committee.
to schedule an appointment with the pastor.

03 Gwen Petro
03 Don Broadbent
07 Linda Mills
09 Ted Mills
10 Olivette Wright
11 Gyann Malone
12 Kris Nelson
18 Robert Bickmore
23 Mereani Ikanivere
24 Barbara Lawson

A big thank you for all the support, prayers and food. It has
been a busy few weeks, with my finger injury on Dec. 4th and
my surgery at UCSF on the 15th. The support of my family and
church family made a big difference. Thanks for the cards and
calls. It’s been a big help to both me and Richard.
Judy
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Quilt Group-Sue Rice & Nora Tallent
Tickets for our current, Kaleidoscope, quilt are
available for purchase. See Nora Tallent, Sue
Rice or the Office.
Ticket sales:
$ 1.00 for one

Outreach—Lamar Shahbazian

$ 5.00 for six

Outreach Restarts Virtual "Treasures" Sale
The virtual sale has picked up again this fall, with several
sales already.
Furniture donated by Pastor Bob has kicked off the year
with a $750 sale, with furniture stored and sold in place
(vs. stored at the church) and a set of golf clubs donated
by Sharon bringing in another $135, for a total of $885 so
far.
A number of rummage items have been donated and will
be sold at the in-person rummage sale planned for next
Spring. Some "gently used" items suitable for Christmas
gifts were donated to Una Vida's holiday shop.
We are accepting donations by prior arrangement, please
contact Sharon, Judy or Lamar if you have items you
would like to donate. Thanks for your support!
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Book Club-Sharon Sibbet
The Book Club meets on:
the last Tuesday of the month at 11 a.m.
Anyone that is interested in joining or would like more
information should contact:
Karen DeLue 707-774-6661 or
Sharon Sibbet 707-775-4005

Worship-Charlotte Peterson
The year of 2022 will bring some change. As of January
1,2022; the Worship Committee will be co- chaired by
Sue Sarno and Olivette Wright as presented at the latest
Charge Conference. Happy New Year to them and committee members. Anyone interested in becoming a member of the committee or in providing other services from
time to time may contact Sue or Olivette.
The protocols (due to Covid) remain the same for worship
services which require masks to be worn, etc. However, a
recent change does allow singing with masks on. With
new strains of the virus being identified, caution is to be
exercised. For instance, when deemed necessary temperatures will be taken as a cautionary measure.

:
.

Women’s Discussion Group- Sue Sarno
Monday evening at 7:00 pm via Zoom
Please contact the office for the Zoom Link.

Discipleship Group—Pastor Rob
Tuesdays at 6:00pm via Zoom.
Please contact the office for the Zoom link.
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Treasurer—Ron Malone

Finance -Sharon Sibbet
Happy New Year to everyone! It looks like we
will close out 2021 in a strong position financially
and ready to embrace 2022. Your support of our
many opportunities for
giving is greatly appreciated. Whether through
pledges, faith giving, second mile
donations, gifts in honor or memory of, trustee
projects, rummage or quilt sales, together you
have been exceptionally generous. Thank you!
Kudos also to Elaine Caldwell, our Financial Secretary, and Ron Malone, our Treasurer. Elaine
tracks income and inputs all data to our individual
donation accounts. Ron keeps a running balance
for all our church income and expense accounts
and pays the bills. Both provide monthly reports
and indispensable advice to our Finance Committee. Many, many thanks to both of you!

Financial Secretary- Elaine Caldwell
Tithing Envelopes
Your tithing envelopes will be available for pick in the
Narthex on Sunday.
The number of envelopes distributed will be based on
each individual’s method of giving.
If you find you need additional envelopes please let me
know by emailing me at zipadeedoodah24@comcast.net
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JANUARY DAYS

MONTHLY CALENDAR

Jan 1 –First day of 2022

Even though the PUMC campus is in process of
re-opening, we encourage all groups to continue
to meet electronically via, conference call, email,
Zoom, Facebook, etc.
•
•
•
•

1/02 Trustees Mtg.
1/12 Finance
1/09 Worship
1/16 Church Council

12:45 p.m.
10:30 a.m.
2:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.

Jan 4– National Trivia Day

Jan. 17– Martin Luther King Day

WEEKLY CALENDAR

and

Sunday Podcast:
www.petalumaumc.org or petalumaumc.podbean.com
Currently, Sunday Services are being taped live, and will
be posted later in the afternoon on the day of the service.
Book Club continues to meet the last Tuesday of the
month via Zoom at 11:00 a.m.
Zoom Link (won’t change)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89760174789

Ben Franklin’s Birthday

Book Club—be sure to contact Karen DeLue or
Sharon Sibbet to find out if club is meeting in person
or via Zoom.
Coffee with Pastor Rob - Friday mornings at 10 a.m.

Jan. 23 -National Pie Day

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81649331982?
pwd=YW04THRaSFFpSUdHUjZkOS8zelRyUT09

Jan. 28- National Kazoo Day
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I would like to make a donation in Honor of _____________________________________
in the amount of $_________ to celebrate the occasion of __________________________.

OR

I would like to make a donation in Memory of ____________________________________
in the amount of $_________.
Comments: (Optional)
__________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Donated by: __________________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________
Acknowledgement to be sent to:
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
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