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Some have expressed appreciation for the
poem that I read in church this morning.
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I share it again with you here.
“I No Longer Pray For Peace” by Ann
Weems
On the edge of war, one foot already in,
I no longer pray for peace:
I pray for miracles.

The Pastor’s Reflections
As we proceed into the season of Lent,
which begins with Ash Wednesday,
March 2 we will be talking a lot about
spiritual disciplines. These are practices
that we can engage in to help us develop
our connection and closeness to God. We
draw closer and start to hone our “God’s
eye view” - we see others as God sees
them and love them.
I invite you today to cast a loving eye at
the people of Ukraine and extend help to
them by making a donation to support
humanitarian relief through The United
Methodist Committee on Relief.
Find out more here: https://
umcmission.org/
Pastor Reflections
Lay Leader/Trustees
Giving Options
Office Mgr/Birthdays/Anniversaries
Worship/Out Reach/Congregation Care
Groups/Clubs
Finance/Treasurer

I pray that stone hearts will turn
to tenderheartedness,
and evil intentions will turn
to mercifulness,
and all the soldiers already deployed
will be snatched out of harm's way,
and the whole world will be
astounded onto its knees.
I pray that all the "God talk"
will take bones,
and stand up and shed
its cloak of faithlessness,
and walk again in its powerful truth.
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I pray that the whole world might
sit down together and share
its bread and its wine.
I no longer pray for peace:
I pray for miracles.

Other things to think of during a Church service is fire or
earthquake. There may be a need to have unannounced fire
drills.

Peace and Blessings,
Pastor Rob Herrmann

Trustees and Worship would need to work together to determine what will be best for PUMC. It was motioned and
seconded that this be brought to Council for consideration.

Ash Wednesday Service Options
Wednesday March 2
Petaluma UMC 8am

Converting the above doors to be quicker closing/securing
would need newer door closers that have a hold open position (eliminating the hooks at the base of the doors to keep
them open) that can be closed easier. The inside of the side
doors will need panic bars to lock upon closing. The dead
bolt locks could be for overnight lock up.

in person

Saint John's UMC, Rohnert Park 12:15pm in
person
Sonoma Circuit 7pm in person and via ZOOM
Christ Church UMC, Santa Rosa
1717 Yulupa
Ave,
ZOOM info
https://us06web.zoom.us/
j/82344998884
If you are planning to attend the circuit service via
ZOOM and need ashes you may pick them up on Sunday after worship or stop by the office Wednesday
between 9am and 11am.

Trustees– Richard Hillery

On a lighter note, the pipe organ will not need electrical
work after all. The lower chamber bellows failed after
nearly 82 years of service and can be repaired by our organ
tuner. They are busy, but should be able to have repairs
done in a few weeks depending on availability of the special leather used in the bellows. It is interesting to note that
6 or 7 years ago, the upper chamber bellows failed and had
been repaired. Our pipe organ was built to last and has
served us well.
Speaking of a well, ours will have a pump installed on February 28th. There will be some plumbing connections to
change, electrical to hook up and pressure equipment to
install. We should be able to look forward to greener lawns
than have been seen around campus in the recent past as
the well will not be subject to watering limitations. New
“irrigating with well water” signs will be placed to let folks
know we are conserving water from surface reservoirs.
We have authorized Comcast Business to upgrade the
Church Wi-Fi around all buildings. This will allow us to
move forward with live streaming on Sunday’s to reach
shut in members and others in the community to receive
the weekly message.

Trustees met February 6 in room 6, observing then current masking recommendations. Church safety and security was discussed due to a Department of Homeland Security memo sent to various houses of worship about recent incidents of violence. We talked about basic training
on keeping a safe campus while not unduly scaring those
using the Sanctuary on a Sunday.

We tip our caps to Lamar Shahbazian for her weed pulling
efforts along 5th Street. The sidewalk and junipers bushes
look much better. Thank you, Lamar. Saturday, the 19th,
there will be a continuation of work effort to prune and
shape the old juniper bushes, weed out the squares where
we have trees along 5th Street and weed under the windows
of the Social Hall, Post Office side. Some ideas of what to
do with the area where junipers are include a community
The current door situation in the narthex does not allow
us to “button up” quickly if someone approaches carrying garden.
a weapon. The side narthex doors are hooked to the wall
Many doors have been difficult to close and needed shavto keep them open and have dead bolts that need to be
ing or hinges reset.
locked from the inside with a key. The double entrance
doors are hooked to the wall to keep them open and the
one door needs two levers flipped to secure it before the A new, nonprofit language friendly contract is being formulated to replace the standard commercial lease form
other door will close and lock.
used currently.
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GIVING OPTIONS

Online Giving

Although at this time when the church is not the building,
but rather you and I, the people of God, we still have expenses: a church campus to maintain, lights to keep on,
phones, office supplies, insurance, salaries to pay, commitments to community missions and more.

Go to our church website, petalumaumc.org, and select
the DONATE NOW link; that will take you to our new
Online Donation Portal. After entering your name and
address,

You have options for continuing your pledge or offering:

Mail your check to the church:
410 D St., Petaluma, CA 94952
Bring it Sundays when you come to service.

•

you can enter your donation amount and

•

choose from the drop down a selection from a variety
of optional donations.

•

You can add multiple donations.

•

A “Note” box may be used for any instructions or
comments.

•

You may use your credit card or ACH bank account.

If your bank is not listed, you can add the necessary
information at the bottom of the screen in the blue section.
•

You may select the option to make the fee a part of
your gift. If you choose to pay by credit card, the processing cost is 2.9% + .30; by ACH, the cost is only 1%
+ .30.
•

TEXT TO GIVE
Text to Give to your pledge, loose plate offering,
or 2nd Mile Giving. A designated code is assigned to each
donation option. Examples: PLEDGE, PLATE and MILE.
Special donation options will be added as needed.
•

Dial the toll-free number, 833-379-0084

•

Text GIVE + THE AMOUNT + a CODE assigned
to a specific purpose.

•

You have the option to pay the processing fee – ACH
1% + .30 or Credit Card 2.9% + .30. You may also
elect to make the donation recurring.

•

With your first Text to Give donation, you will be required to set up your account. Thereafter, you can
make your donations in mere SECONDS.

When you set up recurring giving, you do not have to
worry if you miss attending church services or when you
are on vacation.

Questions or need assistance? Contact Ron
Malone, the administrator of our Online Donations.

For assistance or questions, contact our church
Treasurer, Ron Malone, 707-843-5242.
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OFFICE MANAGER’S REPORT
Church Office Hours
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
9:30 a m. – 11:30 a.m.
Email:

umc.petaluma@gmail.com

Website: www.petalumaumc.org
Phone:

707-762-9785

We did not have any In Honor/Memory donations
this month.

Please contact the office:
•
•

to schedule a Zoom meeting for your group/
committee.
to schedule an appointment with the pastor.

5 Charlotte Peterson
5 Peter Howley
8 Wati Waisale
17 Elizabeth Stallinga
20 Adela Hennings
21 Sam Bickmore
24 Sue Sarno
28 Pauliasi Ikanivere
31 Sekuri Yadraca

18 Kevin & Melissa Bonner
19 Gary & Janet Filippini
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Outreach-Judy Hillery
It looks like spring is here, but the calendar says February.
However, many folks have started their spring cleaning
and we really appreciate the donations. Our rummage sale
will be coming up in a few months and according to the
recent article in the Press Democrat, people are looking
Worship- Olivette Wright
for “old furniture”. The Feb. 12 article was titled
“Antique, vintage, etc.“ you may think no one would
As I walk and drive around town, I cannot help but notice want—you never know! Give us a call. They say, the panthe profusion of flowering plants and trees. So, that led
demic has created a bit of a perfect storm for the used and
me to wonder, if any of you would like to share your
antique business.
abundance of blooms or plants with the congregation at
Sunday services? Even, a single blossom would be lovely. Things have been going very well in the “treasure room”
(flowers and plants to be taken back home after service.) and Lamar researches those items so a fair price can be
set. As you know we don’t have room for very large items
If you are interested contact:
but give us a call so we can hopefully make some arrangements.
Olivette or Sue Sarno
other upcoming events for 2022 will be listed in next
Join us for Social Time Before Sunday Service! Our
month’s Petaluman.
Weather permitting, we will meet in the Rose Garden
from 11:00 am to about 11:20 am. to socialize. Be sure to
Save the Date - April 23rd
bring your own coffee and tea.

Lily Plants for Easter Sunday (April 17, 2022)
You are invited to bring a Easter Lily plant in memory or
in honor of anyone. Call the office to set up a time to
bring them during the week or you may bring them Easter
day. (Plants to be taken home after service, to avoid havMost of you know that April 23rd is the date of the Butter
ing to toss them in the dumpster )
and Egg Days Parade, a longtime favorite Petaluma
event. This year we plan to utilize our 5th and D location
to do community outreach in the morning before the paCongregational Care - Elaine Caldwell
rade. Since lots of people will already be in town, we
may have some luck in reaching people that wouldn't norSafety/Welfare Check Suggestion
mally be aware of our church. We are still in the planning
stages, but possibilities include a table with information
Adela had an excellent idea for those of us in the congre- about our church, inviting other local organizations to
gation that live alone. Advise one or two of your relatives share information, activities friendly to Earth Day (which
or friends that each morning you will text them just sayis the day before), selling raffle tickets and other quilted
ing “Good morning” or something similar.
items, a plant sale, etc.
No need for them to reply-this is simply to let them know If you have suggestions for the event, contact Lamar
that you are okay. If they do not hear from you they can
at lamar.shahbazian@gmail.com or 707-217-7682. Stay
check on you to be sure all is well.
tuned for more details!
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Book Club-Sharon Sibbet
The Book Club meets on:
the last Tuesday of the month at 11 a.m.
Anyone that is interested in joining or would like more
information should contact:
Karen DeLue 707-774-6661 or
Sharon Sibbet 707-775-4005
.Quilt Group-Sue Rice & Nora Tallent

Tickets for our current, Kaleidoscope, quilt are
available for purchase. See Nora Tallent, Sue
Rice or the Office.
The drawing will be held May 8, 2022.
Ticket sales:
Women’s Discussion Group-Sue Sarno
Meet via Zoom on Monday evenings at 7:00p.m.

$ 1.00 for one
$ 5.00 for six

Please contact the office for the Zoom Link.

Men’s Group- Don Broadbent
Meet 2nd Tuesday of the month at 8:30 a.m. Currently at
the Boulevard Café 1096 Petaluma Blvd. North.

Discipleship Group—Pastor Rob
Meets via Zoom on Tuesday evenings at 6:00 p.m.

Please contact the office for the Zoom Link.
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Finance -Sharon Sibbet

Reminder:
We have an ongoing fundraiser to Make A Difference in Honor or Memory of Someone Special.
This takes the form of a “blessing” to your church
in recognition of the birth of a new baby, a wedding, anniversary, birthday, graduation, memory
of a loved one, etc. The “blessing” is printed in
the Petaluman including the person donating
(unless anonymity is requested) and the occasion
without the amount donated. All donations go into our General Fund to help support the overall
ministry of Petaluma United Methodist Church.
Donation forms may be found in the office or the
narthex. For any questions, please see Elaine
Caldwell or Sharon Sibbet.

Treasurer—Ron Malone
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MONTHLY CALENDAR
Even though the PUMC campus is in process of
re-opening, we encourage all groups to continue
to meet electronically via, conference call, email,
Zoom, Facebook, etc.
•
•
•
•

3/06 Trustees Mtg.
3/16 Finance
3/13 Worship
3/20 Church Council

12:45 p.m.
10:30 a.m.
2:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday Podcast:
www.petalumaumc.org or petalumaumc.podbean.com
Currently, Sunday Services are being taped live, and will
be posted later in the afternoon on the day of the service.

Women’s Discussion Group - Monday ‘s at 7:00 p.m.
Contact the office for the Zoom link.
Coffee with Pastor Rob - Friday mornings at 10 a.m.
Contact the office for the Zoom link.
Discipleship– Tuesday evenings at 6:00pm
Contact the office for the Zoom link

Trustee 5th St. Cleanup
Lamar Shahbazian, Rob Bickmore,
Audrey Phillips, Richard Hillery
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Community Corner

Personal Outreach Activities
Many folks are very busy in their own community service and we want to share their off campus outreach opportunities.
Send your article to the Office: umc.petaluima@gmail.com to be published in the April edition of The Petaluiman.
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March 2, 2022
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